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Lea Methodes Juridiques. Lecons faites au College Libre des 
Sciences Sociales. By MM. F. Larnatjde, H. Berthelemy, 
Tissier, H. Trxjchy, E. Thaller, Pillet, E. Gar^on, 
Professeurs a la Faculte de droit de Paris; E. Geny, Pro- 
i'esseur a la Faculte de droit de Nancy. (Paris: V. Giard 
fit E. Briere, 1911. Pp. xxiv, 231.) 

This is a collection of studies in juridical methods delivered in the 
form of lectures before the College Libre des Sciences Sociales of Paris 
in 1910, the initiative being due to Professor Raymond Saleilles, who 
organized the course. M. Paul Deschanel, a distinguished French 
publicist, formerly President of the Chamber of Deputies, contributes 
a preface in which he dwells upon the importance of the question of 
judicial methods in the social life of today. Three facts, he says, 
contribute to the importance of the question in France. First, the 
antiquity of the French codes and especially of the civil code. The 
m< thod of literal interpretation, once so easy, no longer suffices, since 
a host of new questions now come before the tribunals for which the 
code makes no provision. Second, the peculiar character of French ad- 
ministrative legislation. Never having been codified it lacks the unity 
which is characteristic of the civil law. It has, therefore, been left to 
the jurisprudence of the Council of State to develop principles and 
juridical constructions, and this it has done in an admirable manner. 
Third, the introduction of the social and economic sciences into the law 
faculties has given a new character to judicial studies, so that the 
jurist today must preoccupy himself with a method of interpretation 
in harmony with actual needs and existing ideas. Professor Saleilles 
contributes an introductory paper in which he develops the idea of 
M. Deschanel that the French codes are out of date. The civil code, 
in particular, he remarks, was made for a society essentially individ- 
ualistic, while the French society of today is moving more and more in 
the direction of collectivism. 

Professor Larnaude's paper, perhaps the most important in the group 
deals with the conception and methods of public law; Professor Ber- 
thelemy treats of the method applicable to the study of administrative 
law, showing how an efficient administrative system may be consistent 
with a wide and well-protected individual liberty; Professor Truchy 
discusses methods in political economy; Professor Tissier, the social and 
economic role of civil procedure; Professor Thaller, method in com- 
mercial law; Professor Pillet, method in international law; Professor 
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Geny, the procedure of elaboration of the civil law; and Professor 
G argon, the methods employed in criminal law. Next to Professor Lar- 
naude's paper those of Professor Tissier and Professor Garcon possess 
the most general interest. Professor Tissier dwells upon, the economic 
and social significance of a simple, expeditious and inexpensive pro- 
cedure in the administration of justice, and shows that the existing 
French procedure lacks all three of these elements. There is about 
it, he says, too much reglement, too much formalism, and too much 
expense. Among the reforms which he suggests is to give the 
judge a larger power of direction in the trial, simplify the forms of 
procedure, and reduce the fees to which litigants are subject. Pro- 
fessor Garcon's paper deals mainly with the nature of the criminal 
law, theories of punishment and criminal statistics. Regarding the 
methods of combatting crime he affirms that the more rational and 
effective procedure is not hanging or imprisonment but the removal of 
the causes. 

J. W. Garner. 



The Greek Commonwealth. Politics and Economics in Fifth 
Century Athens. By Alfred E. Zimmern, Lecturer at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science. (Oxford 
Clarendon Press, 1911. Pp. 454.) 

In this book we have a most attractive presentation of two inter- 
esting phases of the history of Athens in its best period. There are 
three parts to the book, the first, comprising fifty-one pages, on the 
sea, the climate, and the soil of the Mediterranean Area. This geo- 
graphical section is clear, suggestive and interesting, and is quite the 
best part of the book. It forms, however, in the author's mind, only 
the background and stage against and en which to put the drama of 
fifth century life in Athens. In the section entitled Politics, therefore, 
various elements must play their parts to bring about the ideal of 
citizenship. Fellowships, or the rule of public opinion, custom, or the 
rule of the family, efficiency, or the rule of the magistrate, are chapters 
in early Athenian politics, and the available source of material for 
them, though scanty, is handled satisfactorily. The next four chap- 
ters, gentleness or the rule of religion, law or the rule of fair play, 
self-government or the rule of the people, and liberty or the rule of the 
Empire, are much too idealistic in treatment, and suffer accordingly. 



